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Heart ofChesapeake Country Heritageca

Area in 2002 he Heart of Chesapeake resources, museumsdarchitectural gems.
Country Heritage Area (HCCHA) The interpretive themes of the HCCHA are:
encompags most of Dorchester County on
Maryl andods .Efns HECHA S heHarget Tubman and Eastern Shore

Established as a State Certified Heritage stories, historic figuredraditions, natural

mission is to preserve and enhance the AfricanAmerican history
countyds hi,s and r natural ¢ & Chiedagedké landscapes and outdoor
resources for the purpose of increasing adventure

heritage tourism and strengthening economic « Working waterfront villages
Agricultural lié

Dorchester families and traditions
Native American heritage

County Istory, architecture, aadifacts

developmentThrough HCCHA, local nen
rofit organizations as well as government
entites may apply for Maryland Heritage Area
Authority (MHAA) funding for capital and
non-capital projects

The Heart of Chesapeake Country Heritage
Area includes Cambridge, thBorchester
County seatand commercial core, and the
historic towns of ChurclCreek, East New
Market, Hurlock, Secretaryand ViennaThe
boundary of the Heritage Area begins in
Secretarynd follows the ChoptanRiverto

the Chesapeake Bawinds southaround
Bloodsworth Island and then nagttstup the
Nanticoke River to Viennaest along Rt. 50

to the railroad that goes north to East New
Market and finallywest back to Secretafpe
town of Hurlock is included as a
noncontiguous aredlost recentlythe two-
acre parcek nown as ,0 0 hwaig & e
located on Indian Town Roadrth of Vienna,
was added as a honcontiguous area.

In 20@B-09, Heritage Area staff continutx This report describe®anaginghe heritage
implement the goals expressed in the 2002 areayeaching out to theommunity, creating
Tourism Management PJamamely to: new partnerships, assisting local interests in

preserve and enhance opanng aransundertaking pragsams and g e |
market that heritage to visitors and residents, Projectsto enhancethe heritage area and
and improve the ar e aS§nrulateecenemicnsevelopnemaskeiigp |
HCCHAGs interpretive HRenusgens ang atteactions, and gerving ihe

t h e heritagar@swurces, compelling people oDorchester County



Management

created a Heart of Chesapeake Country  Country Heritage Day;

Heritage Area Office under the A Acting as liaisons to organizations and
Tourism Department (with the Tourism assisting selected heritage tourism projects
Director serving as the Director) and also a
El]CCHA Mant?lgemednt Board FO;U"y purfue Heritage AreaTarget Investment

e preservation and econormewvelopmen it
goals of the HCCHA Tourism Management Zone Additions
Plan. The HCCHA Management Board
consists of eleven members: teresent
ativesof County Council, a representative
from each of the six municipalities within
HCCHA, and three community members at
large. Te end of 2markedsevenyears of
Management Board leadership. The members
of the board continue to formulate
management strategies and grow the heritage
programBoard meetings take place monthly
and are advertised to the pufliee strategic
planningpriorities of the Management Board
include

The Dorchester County Commissioners A Promoting the Heart of Chesapeake

In August, 2008, the Maryland Heritage Area
Authority approvethe creation of a downtown
Target Investment Zone for the town of East
New MarketWith the recent renovation of the
downtown streetscape, a designated TIZ should
encourage small businesses to move in

A Support the preservation plan

A Support proposals that add to the
attractions in the area

A Strengthen ties to other tourism programs

A Develop support for and/or promote two
or three unique events that drawswmlgrs
to experience the heritage of the area

The Management Bodritiativesnclude:
A Presentingleritage Area Awards at Annual
Heritage Event
A Reviewingprioritizingand submitting
MHAA grant applications b N
A Reviewing, evaluating and gramiing- W oo e - g "
_awards for local heritage progect
A Expressing support for a comprehensive In October, 2008, the MHAA approved the

approach treservatiom light of expansion of the Target Investment Zone for the
_ potential effects on e¢ourism, _ Town of Vienna to includenarea set asider a
A Recommending a heritage perspective potentialCaptain John SmitexploratoryCenter

within the County Comprehensive Plan; and eceourism businesses.



community for three different awards:
Individual Achievement, Outstanding Project,
and Organizatioh&xcellence. Theolard
members then recognized distinguished
Heritage Award winners

e Individual Achievement, presented by Susan
Driscoll of Governo© 6 Meg BHice, to
Chief Sedl Winterhawk Fitzhugh

e Organizational Excellence, presented by
CarolineCline, Mayor, East New Market,
to the Nanticoke Preservation Alliance

Ve T | * Outstanding Projecpresented by Marci
A | Meeti Ross of the Maryland Office of Tourjsm
nnual Meeting to John Creighton and Pat Lewis for their

Many River€ommunity History Project
On May14,20® the HCCHA heldts annual

meeting andwardsevent athe recently About 100 peoplattended thevent in the
renovated Dorchester Center for the Artsin - gjegnt surroundings of the restored Arts
downtown Cambridgé special selection Center. Music and food were enjoyed by all.

committee considered nominations from the

Pictured from left rear; Sen. Richard Colburn, Linda Prochask&en. Barbar:
Mikulski's office, John Creighton and Pat Lewis, Outstanding Project winner
Sewell Winterhawk Fitzhugh, Individual Achievement winner, Jackson Bi
Caroline Cline, Del. Addie Eckardt, Midge Ingersoll of the Nanticoke H
Preservation Alliance, winners of the Organizational Excellence Award, /
Fenstermaker, and Del. Jeannie HadeRiwveip.



